
January 2021

Dear Members of Congress: 

We write to you as organizations that care deeply about philanthropy to urge you to oppose the 
newly proposed “Initiative to Accelerate Charitable Giving.” Contrary to its title, this proposal would 
severely hamper Americans’ ability to give to causes they care about. 

The core of the Initiative is a series of unnecessary and arbitrary regulations on donor-advised 
funds, which are an increasingly popular vehicle for charitable giving. Donor-advised funds allow 
individuals to donate as much as they can in a given year; they facilitate both immediate and long-
term giving for a specific cause or local community. Beyond donor-advised funds, the Initiative also 
takes aim at a family’s ability to serve its own foundation, which would unfairly target smaller and 
less-wealthy institutions. 

Throughout history, the freedom to give has been an indispensable part of America’s culture and 
social fabric. Charity helps us come together as a nation, overcome partisan divides, and face serious 
societal challenges, both now and in the future. The current COVID-19 pandemic is a case in point: 
Charitable giving was up 7.5 percent during the first half of 2020, and major donor-advised fund 
providers have seen both the value and number of charitable grants rise by about 50 percent. 

It’s important to keep America’s charitable sector strong and vibrant by allowing people to easily give 
to the causes they care about. We call on you to oppose attempts to discourage donors or undermine 
important vehicles for charitable giving, particularly during times of crisis when philanthropic 
engagement is most needed. 

Yours sincerely, 
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David R. Osborne
CEO
Americans for Fair Treatment

Catherine Glenn Foster
President & CEO
Americans United for Life

Justin Owen
President & CEO
Beacon Center of Tennessee

Will Swaim
President
California Policy Center

Scott Walter*
President
Capital Research Center

Clay Spence
Director
Cicero Institute
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