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Table 5. Agenda Detail

Agency, Commission, or Department Number of rules
Department of the Interior 363

Department of the Treasury 360

Department of Transportation 301

Department of Commerce 269

Department of Health and Human Services 235

Environmental Protection Agency 226

Department of Defense 219

Department of Agriculture 175

Department of Homeland Security 160

Department of Energy 138

Department of Justice 118

Department of Labor 98

Federal Communications Commission 87

Department of Veterans’ Affairs 85

Small Business Administration 76

Securities and Exchange Commission 74

Department of State 70

Nuclear Regulatory Commission 61

Federal Acquisition Regulation 58

Department of Housing and Urban Development 51

Office of Personnel Management 48

General Services Administration 43

Department of Education 42

Federal Reserve System 31

National Credit Union Administration 30

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 29

Consumer Product Safety Commission 22

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 22

Social Security Administration 22

Federal Trade Commission 19

Commodity Futures Trading Commission 18

Agency for International Development 16

National Indian Gaming Commission 16

Farm Credit Administration 14

Federal Housing Finance Agency 14

Office of Government Ethics 13

Corporation for National and Community Service 11

Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation 10

CPBSD* 9

Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 9

National Archives and Records Administration 8

Office of Management and Budget 8

Surface Transportation Board 8
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crease—they dropped precipitously in 2013 
to 462. This category stood at 470 in 2017 
and 480 in 2018 in Trump’s fall Agendas 
for those years, and rose to 546 in 2019 and 
to 630 in 2020. A significant proportion of 
Trump’s completed rules were deregulatory 
(62 in 2017, 94 in 2018, 106 in 2019, and 
101 in 2020), for considerably lower nets. 
These compare to 475 competed rules in the 
fall 2021 Biden Agenda. The next section 
looks at completed economically significant 
rules, taking into account both the spring and 
fall Agendas to get a full-year picture.

Top Rulemaking Departments 
and Agencies

A relative handful of executive branch agen-
cies each year account for the greatest num-

ber of the rules in the Agenda pipeline. In 
the Biden 2021 fall Agenda, the Depart-
ments of the Interior, Treasury, Transporta-
tion, Commerce, and Health and Human 
Services are the most active (see Table 6). 
These top five, with 1,528 rules among 
them, account for 40 percent of the 3,777 
rules in the Unified Agenda pipeline at the 
moment. The Envionmental Protection 
Agency, with 226 rules, comes in sixth.

The top five independent agencies in the 
Unified Agenda pipeline by rule count are 
the Federal Communications Commission, 
Small Business Administration, Securities 
and Exchange Commission, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, and the multiagency 
Federal Acquisition Regulation system (see 
Table 6).473 Their combined total of 356 
rules accounts for 9 percent of the 3,777 
rules in the fall Agenda. Combined, the top 

Court Sevices/Offender Supervision, D.C. 7

National Endowment for the Humanities 7

National Transportation Safety Board 7

Railroad Retirement Board 7

National Endowment for the Arts 6

Compliance Board 5

Council on Environmental Quality 5

Federal Maritime Commission 5

Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service 5

National Aeronautics and Space Administration 5

Peace Corps 5

Postal Regulatory Commission 5

National Labor Relations Board 4

National Science Foundation 3

U.S Agency for Global Media 3

Federal Mine Safety and Health Review Commission 2

Federal Permitting Imprmt Steering Council 2

Inter-American Foundation 2

Council of Insp General on Integrity and Eff. 1

Institute of Museum and Library Services 1

National Mediation Board 1

Office of National Drug Control Policy 1

Tennessee Valley Authority 1

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights 1

* Committee for Purchase from People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled.
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