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economically significant rules by 13 percent. 
Trump’s count also rose, as shown in Figure 
20, albeit with a subset of rules that were de-
regulatory. Thirty-six of the Trump economi-
cally significant rules in 2020 were deemed 
“Deregulatory” for a “net” of 225, and Biden 
tops that by 31 percent. (The full list of the 
295 economically significant rules in the 
2021 Agenda pipeline is available in Appen-
dix: Historical Tables, Part G, which flags the 
36 deregulatory and 76 regulatory entries.) 

Figure 20 also breaks down economically 
significant rules into completed, active, and 
long-term categories. Among the 295 eco-
nomically significant rules in the fall 2021 
edition, 205 stand at the active phase, com-
pared with 173 in 2020, and only 71 in the 
fall 2017 edition. The new level of active 
rules exceeds anything seen in the Obama-
era Agendas, even taking into account that 
20 in the active category were deemed dereg-
ulatory in 2020. Barack Obama’s eight-year 

Table 7. 295 Economically Significant Rules in the Fall Unified  
Agenda Pipeline Expected to Have $100 Million or More in Annual 

Economic Impact, Fall 2021

Rules
Unified Agenda

Active Completed Long Term
Dept. of Agriculture 17 8 2 7

Dept. of Commerce 2 1 1

Dept. of Defense 6 4 2

Dept. of Education 16 10 5 1

Dept. of Energy 11 9 2

Dept. of Health and Human Services 68 44 16 8

Dept. of Homeland Security 18 9 4 5

Dept. of Housing and Urban 
Development

1 1

Dept. of the Interior 7 4 2 1

Dept. of Justice 3 3

Dept. of Labor 22 20 2

Dept. of State 3 2 1

Dept. of Transportation 16 10 6

Dept. of the Treasury 27 20 2 5

Dept. of Veterans Affairs 11 7 1 3

Consumer Product Safety Commission 2 1 1

Environmental Protection Agency 16 12 1 3

Federal Acquisition Regulation 1 1

Federal Communications Commission 6 6

Federal Housing Finance Agency 2 2

Nuclear Regulatory Commission 3 1 1 1

Office of Personnel Management 4 4

Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation 1 1

Small Business Administration 32 31 1

TOTAL 295 205 40 50

Source: Compiled from “The Regulatory Plan and the Unified Agenda of Federal Regulatory and 
Deregulatory Actions,” Federal Register, and from the online edition at http://www.reginfo.gov. 




