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Table 8. Unified Agenda Entries Affecting Small Business by  
Department, Agency, and Commission, Fall 2021

Total 
Rules

Number Affecting Small Business

 Affecting 
Small  

Business Top 5

RFA Required RFA Not Required

TotalActive Completed L-T Active Completed L-T

Dept. of Agriculture 175 15 13 9 3 2 42 24.0%

Dept. of Commerce 269 28 7 1 20 7 1 64 23.8% 64

Dept. of Defense 219 4 2 34 1 6 47 21.5%

Dept. of Education 42 1 1 2.4%

Dept. of Energy 138 5 3 8 5.8%

Dept. of Health and Human 
Services

235 29 6 5 30 1 2 73 31.1% 73

Dept. of Homeland Security 160 7 4 4 5 20 12.5%

Dept. of Housing and Urban 
Development

51 0 0.0%

Dept. of the Interior 363 4 1 3 15 23 6.3%

Dept. of Justice 118 17 1 18 15.3%

Dept. of Labor 98 8 9 3 20 20.4%

Dept. of State 70 21 2 1 24 34.3%

Dept. of Transportation 301 8 1 6 13 1 6 35 11.6%

Dept. of the Treasury 360 15 1 1 35 1 7 60 16.7% 60

Dept. of Veterans Affairs 85 0 0.0%

Agency for International 
Development

16 1 1 6.3%

Architectural and 
Transportation Barriers 
Compliance Board

5 0 0.0%

CPBSD* 9 0 0.0%
Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission

18 0 0.0%

Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau

9 1 1 3 1 2 8 88.9%

Consumer Product Safety 
Commission

22 5 4 1 10 45.5%

Corp. for National and 
Community Service

11 0 0.0%

Council of Inspector General 
on Integrity and Efficiency

1

Council on Environmental 
Quality

5 0 0.0%

Court Sevices/Offender 
Supervision, D.C.

7 0 0.0%

Environmental Protection 
Agency

226 3 6 1 3 13 5.8%

Federal Acquisition Regulation 58 39 7 4 5 1 56 96.6% 56

Farm Credit Administration 14 0 0.0%

Federal Communications 
Commission

87 1 60 2 63 72.4% 63
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Total 
Rules

Number Affecting Small Business

 Affecting 
Small  

Business Top 5

RFA Required RFA Not Required

TotalActive Completed L-T Active Completed L-T

Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation

29 5 5 17.2%

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission

22 0 0.0%

Federal Housing Finance 
Agency

14 0 0.0%

Federal Maritime Commission 5 0 0.0%
Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Service

5 1 1 20.0%

Federal Mine Safety and 
Health Review Commission

2 0 0.0%

Federal Permitting 
Improvement Steering 
Committee

2 1 1 50.0%

Federal Reserve System 31 1

Federal Trade Commission 19 15 2 17 89.5%
General Services 
Administration

43 14 17 9 40 93.0%

Institute of Museum and 
Library Services

1 0 0.0%

Inter-American Foundation 2 0 0.0%
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration

5 0 0.0%

National Archives and 
Records Administration

8 0 0.0%

National Credit Union 
Administration

30 0 0.0%

National Endowment for the 
Arts

6 1 1 2 33.3%

National Endowment for the 
Humanities

7 0 0.0%

National Indian Gaming 
Commission

16 2 2 12.5%

National Labor Relations 
Board

4 1 1 25.0%

National Mediation Board 1 0 0.0%

National Science Foundation 3
National Transportation 
Safety Board

7 0 0.0%

Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission

61 3 1 1 5 71.4%

Office of Government Ethics 13 0 0.0%
Office of Management and 
Budget

8 1 1 7.7%

Office of National Drug 
Control Policy

1 0 0.0%

Office of Personnel 
Management

48 1
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crease of 26 percent over Trump’s last year 
count of 258. That includes all stages—ac-
tive, completed, and long-term.513 In Trump’s 
fall 2020 Agenda, 46 of 258 local actions had 
been deemed deregulatory for Executive Or-
der 13771 purposes across the active, com-
pleted, and long-term categories, which brings 
Biden’s to 53 percent over Trump’s “net” 212 
local rules. Since the passage of the Unfunded 
Mandates Act, the number of rules affecting 
local governments is down 39 percent.

Turning to the total number of regulatory 
actions affecting state governments, we find 
514, also a 26 percent increase over Trump’s 
409 state actions a year earlier, of which 72 
were deemed deregulatory for Executive 
Order 13771 purposes, across the active, 
completed, and long-term categories.  

Unfunded federal mandates on state and 
local governments could influence regula-
tory reform measures. At the 2016 Legisla-

tive Summit of the National Conference of 
State Legislatures (NCSL) in Chicago, the 
NCSL Standing Committee on Budgets and 
Revenue issued a resolution on unfunded 
mandates asserting: “The growth of federal 
mandates and other costs that the federal gov-
ernment imposes on states and localities is one 
of the most serious fiscal issues confronting 
state and local government officials.”514 The 
NCSL called for “reassessing” and “broaden-
ing” the 1995 Unfunded Mandates Reform 
Act. Likewise, several state attorneys general 
in 2016 wrote to House and Senate leadership 
over federal agencies’ “failing to fully consider 
the effect of their regulations on States and 
state law,” and called for strengthening the 
Administrative Procedure Act.515

The Congressional Budget Office reports 
that since 2006, 190 laws have imposed 
intergovernmental mandates on states and 
localities, with 420 mandates within these 
laws.516 Regulatory mandates can derive 
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Peace Corps 5
Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation

10 0 0.0%

Postal Regulatory 
Commission

5 0 0.0%

Railroad Retirement Board 7 0 0.0%
Securities and Exchange 
Commission

74 9 2 3 2 16 21.6%

Small Business Administration 76 11 1 12 15.8%

Social Security Administration 22 0 0.0%

Surface Transportation Board 8 1 1 12.5%

Tennessee Valley Authority 1 1 1 100.0%

U.S. Agency for Global Media 3 0 0.0%
U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights

1 0 0.0%

TOTAL 3,777 212 37 105 265 32 42 693 18.3% 316

354 339
46% of 
total

Source: Compiled from “The Regulatory Plan and Unified Agenda of Federal Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions,” and from online edition at www.reginfo.gov. 

RFA = regulatory flexibility analysis; L-T = long term. 

* Committee for Purchase from People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled.




